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Trump claims 'total authority' and attacks mediain
chaotic coronavirus briefing

In a bizarre tirade, the president bristled at a suggestion by one of the media that his
power was restricted

Tom McCarthy
Tue 14 Apr 2020 02.41 BST

Donald Trump has declared in a White House briefing that his “authority is total” when it
comes to lockdown rules during the coronavirus pandemic, and he denied that he was
weighing firing Dr Anthony Fauci, the country’s foremost infectious diseases expert who sits
on the coronavirus task force.

After a weekend reprieve from presidential briefings that have been likened to Trump rallies
for their uninterrupted flow of Trumpian id, the president returned to the lectern on Monday
to deliver one of his most bizarre performances yet.

He played a campaign video produced by White House staff, in a possible violation of elections
laws, that he said highlighted the media’s downplaying of the coronavirus crisis in the early
stages of the pandemic.

He jousted with journalists who questioned a tweet he had sent earlier in the day, in which he
claimed to have fiat power to override orders by state governors to close nonessential
businesses and public spaces and encourage residents to shelter at home.

And Trump bristled at the suggestion that his power was restricted by the American federalist
construct, which grants autonomy to the 50 states, and which he has repeatedly during the
coronavirus crisis attempted to disrupt.

“When somebody is the President of the United States, the authority is total,” Trump said,
referring to matters of public health and police powers inside the states. The assertion was
dogpiled by legal analysts as a gross and wild misreading of the Constitution.

But Trump not just challenged on the airwaves and on Twitter - he was challenged in the
room, including by Paula Reid of CBS News, who asked him what his administration did in the
month of February, when the health department declared an emergency, to fight the virus.

In response he attacked the media’s “approval rating”.

Then Trump was confronted by CNN White House correspondent Kaitlan Collins, who asked
him about his “authority is total” line.

“That is not true,” Collins said.

Trump spluttered in reply: “You know what we’re going to do? We’re going to write up papers
on this. It’s not going to be necessary. Because the governors need us one way or the other.
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Because ultimately it comes with the federal government. That being said we’re getting along
very well with the governors, and I feel very certain that there won’t be a problem.”

Has any governor agreed that you have the authority? Collins asked.

“I haven’t asked anybody. You know why? Because I don’t have to,” Trump said.
Who told you that the president has a total authority? Collins asked.

“Enough. Please,” said Trump.

The briefing briefly featured Fauci, who was attacked in a message retweeted by Trump on
Sunday, fueling speculation that the president was preparing to push out the preeminent
epidemiologist.

“I was immediately called upon that,” Trump said, “and I said, ‘No, I like him. I think he’s
terrific.”

Asked whether there had been clashes between the pair, Trump said, “We have been from the
beginning. I don’t mind controversy, I think controversy is a good thing, not a bad thing.”

But when he stepped to the lectern, Fauci stopped short of delivering the White House line
that the country, and the economy, were on the verge of being reopened at full throttle.

“Some people may think it’s going to be like a light switch,” Fauci said. “It’s just not going to be
that way.”
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